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Rector’s letter
“I love it when a plan comes to-
gether.” 
Those of you of a certain age will im-
mediately recognise the TV show 
from which those words came: ‘The A 
Team’, when Hannibal - the brains 
behind ‘The A Team’ - saw his plan 
come together to catch the crooks.  
As I write this, I have come from the 
church where the final clean has just 
taken place ready for the grand opening 
of the old vestry room with its new 
disabled toilet, plus tea-and-coffee-
making facilities. Let me hasten to add 
that the toilet and the tea/coffee-making 
facilities are totally sep-arate, of course! 
This refurbishment has been a desire for 
us as a parish for some time, and now 
after two years of careful planning, Phase 
One of Vision ’26 – the project entitled 
‘Leaving a Legacy’ - has been accom-
plished.  
Being a pragmatist, “I love it when a plan 
comes together.” 
So now off we go to Phase Two! 
Of course, this is also the season which 

saw God’s plan of salvation come into 
being, when the Saviour of the World, 
promised to Abram in Genesis 12 – re-
member the Covenant vow that “all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you”? - became a reality in the form of 
Emmanuel, meaning ‘God with us’. 
And through His life, death and resurrec-
tion, God’s plan came together, perfectly, 
“…and at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.” 
 I am a great believer in the sovereignty of 
God, because without it, we have no 
hope, and ultimately no assurance that 
despite the world seemingly being out of 
control, He holds all of us - and indeed all 
of creation - in the palm of His hands.  
So, as we reflect on what Christmas en-
tails, and look towards a New Year, let’s 
remember not only to celebrate but also 
to stand back in awe and wonder at God’s 
plan which came together perfectly. 
Happy Christmas and a blessed 2020 to 
all of you. 

William





A few years ago I remember a pastor friend 
telling me that he’d tried something a little dif-
ferent for Christmas services.  
Instead of the usual holiday décor and clutter 
of the sanctuary, they brought in manure and 
hay and scattered it under the pews so the 
place would really smell like where it all began.  
I remember laughing hysterically as he de-
scribed everyone coming in, dressed in their 
best Christmas attire, only to find themselves 
sitting in the rank smell of a barn. 
They even brought a donkey in during the 
opening of the service and it dropped a special 
‘gift’ as it moseyed down the aisle!  
Folks looked awkwardly at each other - and 
then burst out laughing.  
It was one of the most memorable services 
they’ve ever had. Certainly folks came face to 
face with the ‘reason for the season’ and the 
reality of what it must have been like for the 
Saviour of the universe to enter the world, far 
from the shopping malls, as a refugee who 
found no room in the inn. 
That’s what our Church and our world are so 
hungry for - that ‘renewing of the mind’ that will 
allow us not to ‘conform to the patterns of the 
world’ as Romans says.  
I am incredibly hopeful this Advent. Why? Be-
cause there are so many signs of Christians 
who are longing for new ways to celebrate our 
Saviour that are not cluttered with the noise of 
shopping and infected with the myth that happi-
ness must be purchased. 
On ‘Black Friday’ - the biggest shopping day of 
the year in the USA - a bunch of us here in 
Philadelphia headed to the Gallery Mall to ex-
orcise the demons of the Shopocalypse and to 
heal the disease of Affluenza.  
Dozens of joyful, singing, dancing, liberated 
consumers converged on the mall to invite 
people to re-imagine the season. With mess-
ages of ‘Love doesn’t cost a thing’, ‘Spend time 
not money’ and ‘Buy less and love more’, the 
celebration was magnetic. One woman passing 
by - shopping bag in hand - stopped and said, 
“Why do we go through this empty routine 
every year? Thanks for making me think.” 
Sometimes, we just need permission to say 
‘no’ to the $450 billion spent shopping during 
this holiday, and instead to remember the poor, 
the refugees and the ‘invisible people’ who are 
abused all over the world making the products 

that we then buy in the name of the one born in 
the manger.  
Besides, who knew that buying nothing could 
be so much fun? 

(An excerpt from an article written by Shane 
Claiborne for the ‘God’s Politics’ blog).  
Shane Claibborne is the Philadelphia-based 
Christian activist and author whose books 
include ‘The Irresistible Revolution (living 
as an ordinary radical)’. He is also the co-
founder of Red Letter Christianity. 

Real festive food for thought
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So how much do we know 
about the birth of Jesus? 

1. Who was the Roman Emperor who called the census that required Mary and Joseph to
make their way to Bethlehem?
2. Which of the Gospels opens with the genealogy of Jesus?
3. In which Book of the Old Testament was it foretold that Bethlehem would be the place
where the Saviour was to be born?
4. Which two gospel writers give no details of the birth of Jesus?
5. Joseph and Mary fled from Bethlehem with the baby Jesus, only returning to Israel after the
death of Herod. By returning from Egypt they fulfilled the words of which prophet
6. “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted because they are no more.”
Which prophet’s words were fulfilled by Herod’s ‘Slaughter of the Innocents’ in Bethlehem?
7. ”Having been warned in a dream, he [Joseph] withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he 
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets
that he would be called….” Called what? 
8. As per the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1, fill in the blank; “***** the father of Joseph,
the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messaih?
9. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlast‐
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.” ... Whose famous words were those?
10. According to Luke, while she was pregnant with Jesus, Mary stayed how long with Eliza‐
beth, the mother of John the Baptist?

DEATHS

James Alexander (Alec) 
Fleming: 2/04/19

Gwen McClatchey:  30/6/19

Edith Herron:  6/8/19 

Phyllis Flannagan: 31/8/19

Winnie Van Der Sluijs: 1/9/19

May Porter: 25/09/19 

George Laverty: 05/10/19 

Sharon McKay:  16/10/19 
Derek Wright: 19/10/19

BAPTISMS 

OCTOBER 27:  
Matthew Logan James 
Briggs(son of James and 
Joanne Briggs)

NOVEMBER 17: 
Valentina Jacqueline Jayne 
Bectasli
(daughter of Jessica and 
Hassan Bectasli) 

MARRIAGES 

On June 8, 2019  
Zara Louise Lyttle to Ross 
Andrew Campbell 

On August 3, 2019  
Louise Carson to Gary 
Kirkpatrick 

On September, 4 2019 
Rachael Emma McDowell
to Alister David McNeilly

ANSWERS ON PAGE 7 

From the register



Toilet twinning project update!
THE generosity of parishioners at the 2019 

Harvest Appeal has enabled St Mark’s  to 
forward £1,000 to the Toilet Twinning Pro-
ject in association with TEARFUND. 
The four areas to receive help are: 
UGANDA – a school toilet block in Mu-
gandu, Kabale District. 
BANGLADESH – a school toilet block in a 
reguee camp at Cox’s Bazar. 
PAKISTAN – a school toilet block in Tando 
Allahyar, Sindh Province. 
MALAWI – a school toilet block in Lura, 
Rumphi. 
Certificates confirming these twinning pro-
ject can be viewed in the main porch of St 
Mark’s. 
Sincere thanks to everyone whose support 

made this invaluable help possible. 
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1. Caesar Augustus
2. Matthew
3. Micah (5:2)
4. Mark and John
5. Hosea (11:1)
6. Jeremiah
7. A Nazarene
8. Jacob
9. Isaiah (9: 6&7)
10. About three months (Luke

1:56)

Quiz answers

Michael shines 
at the Open!

SHANE Lowry was the toast of Ireland, north 
and south, in the wake of his 2019 Open triumph 
at Royal Portrush in July. 
But sadly, using ‘toast’ in a totally different and 
wholly modern  context, that same word per-
fectly describes pre-tournament favourite, NI’s 
Rory McIlroy status after a horrific first day round 
of 79 – a massive eight-over-par - which meant 
that despite his brilliant day two score of 65, he 
failed, by one shot, to make the cut.  
But while Rory headed home, St Mark’s had a 
hero who was there for all four days of the Open 
– Michael Livingstone.
Now, before anybody rushes off with the idea
that our parishioners now include a potential
Ryder Cup player, let’s hasten to explain that Mi-
chael was one of the stewards who ensured that
from start to finish, Royal Portrush’s first Open in
68 years went brilliantly, despite sometimes hor-
rendous weather. 
Whilst neither personally nor solely responsible 
for the well-being of each of the 237,750 specta-
tors or the 156 competing players who graced 
the 148th Championship which was played over  
the testing and scenically spectacular Dunluce 
Course, Michael - and his colleagues - con-
tributed enormously to the success of the occa-
sion. 
He’s no stranger to the North Antrim coast, of 
course, for he is a member - and regular player - 
at nearby Portstewart Golf Club. 

Christian Aid
CHRISTIAN Aid seeks to show 
God’s compassion for the poor 
and oppressed in practical ways.   
Its staff and volunteers respond to 
emergency situations throughout 
the world, helping to rebuild lives. 
It also educates people, promotes 
and safeguards human rights and 
strives to resolve conflicts by help-
ing to build peace. 
In May each year, Christian Aid 
Week is a timely reminder of its 
wonderful work. As well as that, 
it’s a great opportunity to give so 
that others are helped. 
Lindsay McMullan

Editor’s note: 

Here in St Mark’s, Lindsay is the face of 
Christian Aid. So why not ask him if 
there is anything you might be able to 
do to help with Christian Aid’s vital 
work? 
‘Christian Aid’ is the perfect name for 
this does-what-it-says-on-the-tin or-
ganisation which exists to rebuild lives 
by showing and sharing the love of 
Jesus whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas. 
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Let us pray...
RONALD Dunn has written a really encouraging 
book on prayer intercession entitled, ‘Don’t 
Just Stand There – Pray Something!’ 
In it he comments, “Prayer is not a substitute 
for work, or merely preparation for work. It IS 
work.”  
It’s also “a human necessity.” Think how much 
Jesus prayed when on earth. 
Hymn 625 in our hymn book has the lines: 
“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air.” 
So a small group of us meet on the first and 
third Wednesdays of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Fergus Hall to pray. We pray for our clergy, 
our church services and activities. We pray for 
our community and country, for our mission 
partners and for big issues concerning the King‐
dom of God and His world. 
People may say, “I don’t understand how prayer 
works.” 
Vance Havner would reply, “I don’t understand 
all about electricity, but I’m not going to sit 
around in the dark till I do.” 
We don’t need to understand all about prayer 
to pray. Our Lord calls us to pray and James 
tells us, “You do not have because you do not 
ask.” (James 4:2). We do, of course, realise that 
prayer doesn’t get man’s will done in heaven, it 
gets God’s work done on earth. 
Personal prayer is so important (see Matthew 
6:6 for instance), but it’s also very important 
that we follow the example of those first be‐
lievers in Jerusalem, of whom we read, “They 
all joined together constantly in prayer.” (Acts 

1:14). 
Jesus told his disciples before his arrest, trial 

and crucifixion, “I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father.” 
That is the supreme motivation in all prayer; 
that the Father may be glorified. So when‐
ever and wherever you pray, we also invite 
you to join us in the Fergus Hall on the first 
and third Wednesdays of the month to pray 
for each other, to seek God’s will for pur par‐
ish and world, and to pray that His name 
may be glorified. 

George (Reid) on behalf of the prayer 
group. 

 THE prayer group’s meeting takes place on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month. 
The venue is the Fergus Hall, where the starting time is 
7.30pm. 
You are warmly invited to join us.
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A day out at Diocesan Synod
AS major restoration work is being carried out in Church House, this year’s Armagh Diocesan 
Synod was hosted by St Mark’s Parish, Armagh.  
On arrival it was lovely to see the striking parish church positioned at the top of a colourful drive 
of trees resplendent in their autumn foliage, set against a clear blue November sky.  
After a communion service the business part of the day took place in the Crozier Hall. 
Archbishop Richard Clarke began the Synod with a Bible study based on the second chapter of 
Zechariah. He highlighted in verse 4, which prophesied the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
It reads:  “Jerusalem shall be inhabited like villages without walls” ‐ a mark of inclusivity not ex‐
clusivity and therefore an important direction for the Christian church today! Further observa‐
tions encouraged us to have total purity of motive in our actions and to spend time being “silent 
before God”. 
In his opening address to Synod, Dr Clarke announced that he will be retiring from his position 
as Archbishop in February 2020.  
He then referred to the late Mr Ivan Davison’s dedicated service to the diocese. This included 
the former St Mark’s, Portadown stalwart having served the Synod and its committees for many 
years.  
Synod members were encouraged to think carefully about their ‘safeguarding’ responsibilities to 
young people and the vital ministry of the church for them.  
He announced that a part‐time Safeguarding and Compliance Officer had recently been ap‐
pointed to support parishes. The Archbishop also emphasised the importance of ‘Safeguarding 
the Environment’ and as a duty to safeguard the integrity of creation. A fact he highlighted was 
that two‐thirds of the population of Africa live on land which is severely degraded as a result of 
human activity. 
Mrs Jane Leighton also paid tribute to the work of Mr Davison, reporting on his impeccable 
mathematical brain and his sense of fairness in all matters financial. 
The remainder of Synod is taken up by reports and debates relating to the work of diocesan 
Boards and Committees, interspersed with instructions or regulations delivered from General 
Synod and other matters of diocesan importance.  
A comprehensive and lengthy report of the Diocesan Council is tabled and discussed setting out 
accounts and covering a bulk of the year’s work in the diocese. 
Each year a guest is given the opportunity to speak on some relevant topic. This year Synod 
hosted a PSNI Inspector who talked about ‘child abuse’ in its broadest sense. She spoke with 
authority about current issues like  cyber bullying, online grooming, neglect, physical abuse and 
historical abuse. 
After the six hours of synod (there is a lunch break!) you will be better informed about our dio‐
cese and the Church of Ireland, you will have had an opportunity to speak on any matter about 
which you are passionate and you will leave with a sense that, as a diocese, we are a family, just 
like a church. And it is because we are that we learn so much from each other.  
God’s work is advanced by an army of volunteers and this particular one gave up his birthday for 
synod day! 

Tom Flannagan
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Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual SongsPsalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs
THROUGHOUT scripture we as Christians 

are instructed to sing,  
Christianity at its bedrock has always been a singing 
faith, from Asaph and the Levites, King David and 
Paul and Silas singing in their imprisonment.   
In Ephesians 5:19 we are told to speak to each other 
with ‘Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and 
make music from your heart to the Lord’.  
For me this is a definition that covers and gives im‐
portance to both traditional and new music. 

We are also told to ‘Sing a new song unto the Lord’ 
(Psalm 96:1) so whilst we certainly cherish the time‐
less truths in our hymns and psalms, each gener‐
ation is tasked with creating and singing new songs 
in praise of our God.  In many ways it’s like a healthy 
relationship; remembering good times from the 
past, enjoying the present and looking forward to 
the future. 

In St Mark’s we sing songs from the great song‐
writers of the past such as Charles Wesley and also 
modern pieces by writers such as Matt Redman and 
Pat Barrett, and we look forward to see what new 
songs future generations both local and global will 
birth to praise the name of Jesus. 

Here in St Mark’s we are extremely fortunate to 
have both a rich choral tradition that is being con‐
tinued through the great work of our musical direc‐
tor Mathew and the choir and also a thriving 
contemporary worship group that I have had the 
pleasure of leading since 2007.  
We continue to see our numbers grow and recently 
our Youth Fellowship have taken their first steps in 
forming a group, so there are lots of exciting devel‐
opments for the coming months and years! 

To finish with scripture, I think the church and the 
musical worship it practices should follow the com‐
mand of Matthew 13.52 to ‘bring out your treasures 
old and new!’ 

Glen Wilson 
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A MEETING WITH GABRIEL 
(Luke 1: 26-38) 

That morning wasn’t special and Mary didn’t know 
That God had planned a meeting in that little town 
below Nazareth in Galilee was the chosen place 
Where Gabriel, the angel, would meet Mary face to 
face. 

Now it was pretty obvious she was taken by sur-
prise 
To see an angel come to Nazareth directly from the 
skies 
In fact, it can be truly said that she was filled with 
fear 
When the Archangel Gabriel in splendour did ap-
pear. 

“Fear not.” said angel Gabriel,“for I have come to 
earth 
To bring you glorious tidings of the Messiah’s birth. 
You have been blessed above all women – you are 
favoured by the Lord 
To bear the Christ-child, Jesus, will be your great re-
ward.” 

Confused, surprised, bewildered, Mary didn’t 
understand. 
But trusting Gabriel’s words she put herself into 
God’s hand 
And in complete surrender at the words that she 
had heard 
She bowed her head and simply said, “Be it accord-
ing to your word.” 

And so it was in due course that the Holy child ar-
rived 
And despite Herod’s plans to kill him the baby boy 
survived. 
He came in deep humility, from splendour up 
above.

 To demonstrate to us below the greatness of 
God’s love.” 

Kenneth Mulholland

AND the Word 
was made flesh, 
and dwelt 
among us, and 
we beheld his 
glory, the glory 
as of the only 
begotten of the 
Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
John 1: 14-17
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Why music strikes just the right chord 
MUSIC in its various shapes and 
forms – choristers, singers, 
drummers, keyboard players, 
guitarists, sound technicians et al 
– remains a crucial part of our
worship at St Mark’s.

It is primarily how we unite our voices 
during our Sunday services but also, and 
very importantly, a means of engage-
ment and fellowship during the week for 
those who are involved and enjoy work-
ing together as church musicians. 
When asked his thoughts on the place of 
music in worship, our band leader Glen 
Wilson said, “When I think of music in 
church, I find myself thinking of the wor-
ship of God in its most fulsome form; as 
Christians, we are called to be a singing 
people, and musical worship brings us 
closer to God.”  
This clearly shows the importance that 
we must ascribe to music-making within 
our church, whatever form it may take. 
We must therefore strive for excellence 
and to give the best of ourselves in our 
music, and our church musicians commit 
to regular rehearsals to work towards a 
cohesive and polished sound. 
Music is a vibrant area of growth within 
St Mark’s. The choir has continued to 
add new faces and will be welcoming 
new singers for Christmas, and the band 
had a very successful recruitment event 
in October.  
Making music together has historically 
been a popular way for people to de-
velop friendships – and the camaraderie 
within the choir and the band is testa-
ment to this.  
We enjoy our time together, which is 
made even richer by working on new re-
pertoire and sharing our joint passion for 
music. Helen Spencer joined the choir in 
September 2018 and had this to say 

about her experience so far:  
“As one of the newer members, I am en-
joying singing in St. Mark’s choir. I par-
ticularly value the variety of the music 
that we sing, the fellowship, and the con-
tribution that the choir makes to the wor-
ship and praise in St Mark's.”  
Could you become involved too? 
I recently read a book which proclaimed 
that the key to happiness is a healthy 
balance of pleasure and purpose. Music 
for its own sake is perfectly enjoyable. 
But how much deeper and more mean-
ingful, even purposeful, it is in the con-
text of worship? 

Mathew Greenaway 
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Let there be light!
HELLO! My name is Lynn Stewart and I  am the 
Families’ Worker in St Mark’s.  
I took up this role in September and as part of my job 
I try to engage with families in the community, so that 
they may become connected to the church. 
Part of my job is to organise events with which 
families are able to connect. So, over the half-term 
break in October, I saw an opportunity to connect St 
Mark’s to the wider community. I did this by providing 
a Light Party as an alternative to Halloween. 
The reason for this was to deliver an upbeat and 
positive alternative to Halloween, whilst also gently 
reminding others of the Christian message, namely 
that there is always light to be found in the darkness.  
As a Christian, I can’t imagine Jesus advising us not 
to share His Love and compassion! After all, He did 
say, “Let the little children come to me.” 
The Light Party was a fun-filled evening. There were 
worship songs, a short talk, crafts for the children, a 
photo booth, balloon modelling and face painting.  
We finished by enjoying some hotdogs, juice and bis-
cuits, so I think it’s fair to say a great night was had 
by all. 
Lynn  

If there is anything St Mark’s-related that you wish to have 
publicised in our magazine, please contact Niall via 

niall.crozier@hotmail.co.uk 



They shall 
grow not 
old as we 
that are 
left grow 
old. 
Age shall 
not weary 
them, nor 
the years 
condemn....

Lest we forget
St Mark’s remembers The Fallen



... At the 
going down 
of the sun 
and in the 
morning, we 
will  
remember 
them. 

Lest we forget
St Mark’s remembers The Fallen
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BLESSED are the POOR IN SPIRIT, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are THOSE WHO MOURN, for 
they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are THE MEEK, for they shall   
inherit the earth. 
Blessed are THOSE WHO HUNGER 

AND THIRST AFTER     

RIGHTEOUSNESS, for they shall be     
satisfied. 
Blessed are THE MERCIFUL, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are THE PURE IN HEART, for 
they shall see God. 
Blessed are THE PEACEMAKERS, for 

they shall be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who SUFFER     

PERSECTION FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 

SAKE, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
Blessed are you when men shall REVILE 

you, and PERSECUTE you, and shall 
SAY ALL MANNER OF EVIL against you 
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you. 

Happy Christmas – and a richly 
blessed 2020. 

Grace is free, but it isn’t cheap 

FOR those of you who are 
unaware, Cross links is an 
international mission so‐
ciety with a main focus on 
making Christ known 
through the proclamation 
and teaching of God’s 
word in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  
Here at St Marks, we are 
pleased to be able support 
Gerald and Louise Mwangi, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. They 
have been keeping us up to 
date via their monthly news‐
letter. Louise recently gave 
birth to twin boys. 
Louise is hoping and planning to 
host a ladies’ bible study for new 
mothers from church using Psalm 
139 over a few sessions. As 
Mission Partners, Gerald and 

Louise have been delivering the 
TransformD Discipleship pro‐
gram. This is a gap year pro‐
gramme for Kenyan school 
leavers which Gerald and Louise 
started. Recruitment for Trans‐
formD 2020 is ongoing and they 
are working on a target number 
of 30‐40 young people, four of 
whom will be travelling from the 
UK. This will be a leap from the 
previous team of 27. They have 
also had requests from the coas‐
tal region of Kenya to go and help 
run some lessons from our pro‐

gramme there. 
The Mwangis also ran their first 
‘CrossCamp’ in December 2018 
and have three more lined up be‐
fore the end of the year: one at 
the iServe Africa premises in Nai‐
robi, one in Nyeri (three hours 
away) and one in Mombasa (12 
hours by bus). 
Gerald has been asked to now 

oversee all iServe Africa pro‐
grammes, which means being a 
line manager for theTransformD 
programme and CrossCamp, the 
Ministry apprenticeship pro‐
gramme ‐ for people who have 
graduated university and want to 
serve for at least one year in min‐
istry and the Utumishi course 
(Swahili for servanthood). A 
bible‐training course that runs 
one day per week over a year for 
pastors or church members who 
want to learn more about the 
Bible and sharing faith. 
Gerald and Louise will no 
doubt be busy over the 
course of the next few 
months. We ask that you 
keep them and their twins in 
your prayers and that God 
gives them the strength and 
the energy to fulfil all of 
their duties. 

The cross links us all 
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Our young are the future
GFS appeal
GFS (Girls’ Friendly Society) is a 
youth organisation for girls from 
nursery age upwards and meets 
on Thursdays at 6.45pm in the 
Parochial Hall.  
Each evening is a mix of activ‐
ities including games, crafts, 
badge work, Bible study and, of 
course, food.  
The girls get to socialise with 
each other whilst learning differ‐
ent skills and having fun to‐
gether. We join with diocesan 
events and participate in the 
yearly hand craft competition 
and Bible study as well as at‐
tending youth services in St. 
Mark’s. 
GFS is a worldwide organisation 
whose motto is ‘Bear ye one 
another’s burdens and so fulfil 
the law of Christ’ and we try to 
promote this principle by encour‐
aging the girls to help each other 
and others. 
We would ask for your support in 
a practical and prayerful way. If 
you know any girls ‐ and they 
don’t need to belong to St. 
Mark’s ‐ please encourage them 
to join us each week. Or if you 
feel you would like to help us as 
a leader, please get in touch.  
Keep us in your prayers that we 
can help the girls, who are grow‐
ing up in an increasingly chal‐
lenging world, to focus on the 
Biblical values of GFS to help 
others and support each other. 

The vital work of helping our 

children to find faith in Jesus
FAITH FINDERS is the Sunday School in St. Mark’s for 
all children in Nursery to Primary 7. We begin in Church 
with our families at the 10 o’clock Manna service on Sun-
day mornings and then leave together to go to the Par-
ochial Hall. 
We start off our worship with an action song to introduce 
our Bible story for the month and then have our Faith 
Finders’ prayer, before going off to our classes in our 
age-groups.  
Every month we look at a different story and learn about 
that story over three weeks, with each class rotating be-
tween the workshops. These inter-active workshops in-
clude Creation Station, Solid Rock Cafe, Holy Word 
Theatre, Bible Quest, Acts of Faith and Bible Bytes.  
We learn something new about the story each week and 
what we do in the workshop can help engage and remind 
us about it, whether it be through craft, baking, DVDs, 
games, acting or computers/tablets! 
This year we have introduced our new theme, “God’s Big 
Picture for God’s Little People”. Together, we will be 
studying the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and ex-
ploring how every story fits together to tell one big story 
and reveal God’s Big Picture. We will discover how every 
story in both the Old and New Testaments point us to 
Jesus and see how He is at the centre of the big story.  
As Faith Finders leaders, we want to share our love for 
Jesus with the next generation. In Matthew 19:14, Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
Our hope is that we would do just that, so that each week 
the children go home knowing that they are loved by their 
Saviour and excited to share that they have learnt with 
their family. 
Faith Finders are always on the look-out for anyone who 
is willing to help us in our vision to share our faith with 
the next generation. Whether that be on a weekly basis 
as a class leader or for one month to teach a class, we 

would love to hear from you! 

We appreciate the support we receive from the parents 
and congregation - and especially all the children, with-

out whom Faith Finders wouldn’t be possible!
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Our young are the future

Hello my name is Heather Anthony and I am the new 
youth worker here at St Mark’s. 
 I live in Waringstown and I am married to my won-
derful husband, Andrew (that’s us pictured right). I 
began working here at the end of August and I would 
like to share with you some of the ministry, which is 
taking place with the young people. 
Firstly, Submerge (which is senior Sunday school for 
11-18 year olds) takes place on Sunday mornings
during Church services. This year in Submerge we
are helping our young people understand that the
Bible as a whole, fits together as one story and points
to Jesus. We are doing this through a study, called
‘The Old Testament Challenge’.
Secondly, Youth Fellowship at the moment currently
runs on alternate weeks. We are learning ‘Just for
Starters’ - a programme designed to teach Biblical
foundations, helping our young people understand
what we believe as Christians. This is a great oppor-
tunity for deepening our faith and relationship with
Jesus.
Thirdly, Youth Fellowship has started up a youth
band. We have brought together some young people
who can sing or play instruments, in the hope of
teaching them – and other young people - about the 
importance of worship. 
Boys to Men/ Girls to Ladies takes place during the 
week in Millington and Edenderry Primary Schools. 
Our ministry involves teaching P7s life-skills to help 
equip them as young people. Skills to date have in-
cluded daffodil planting, how to fix a bicycle puncture 
and some woodwork. 
AFTER DARK is a youth drop-in centre at the Fergus 
Hall on Friday evenings for 1st and 2nd Years’ It runs 
between 7 and 8.30pm (alternate weeks).  
This is a space for young people to have fun, social-
ise with friends and to hear something of God’s word. 
These are some of the things that are happening with 
the young people in St Mark’s. Each organisation 
needs volunteers, so if you are willing to give one day 
/night out of a month, or if you are interested in find-
ing out more, please contact me on 0754 5480 189 or 
email  heather@stmarksportadown.org 

Heather’s has come here to serve and help 

Remember your 
Creator in the days 
of your youth, before 
the days of trouble 
come and the years 
approach when you 
will say, ‘I find no 
pleasure in them’








